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PEOPLE CLAIMING REFUGEE PROTECTION
and CANADA’S 900-SERIES SOCIAL INSURANCE NUMBER (SIN)
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What is Canada’s Social Insurance Number (SIN)?

· The Social Insurance Number (SIN) is a nine-digit number used as a personal file identifier to administer various Government of Canada programs. You will require a SIN to work in Canada. 

· SINs can begin with the numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7 or 9. Each person receives a unique Social Insurance Number.

What type of SIN begins with the number “9”?

· SINs that begin with the number “9” are issued to people who are not Canadian citizens or permanent residents and who need a SIN for employment purposes.

· Since March 30, 2003, all new 900-series SIN cards are given an expiry date that matches the expiry date on the immigration document used to apply for the SIN. 

· SIN cards issued before March 30, 2003 must be renewed before April 3, 2004. You must complete a SIN application and provide the type of valid immigration document - such as a Work Permit - that HRDC will accept to issue a SIN. If you qualify, you will be issued a new SIN card with the same number and an expiry date. There is no fee for this service. 

· All 900-series SIN cards that do not have an expiry date and have not been renewed will expire on    April 3, 2004. 

As a person seeking refugee status, do I qualify for a SIN?

· If Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) has issued you a permit authorizing you to work, you qualify for a 900-series SIN. The permit must be valid.
· It is important to note that as of Monday, June 30, 2003, HRDC will no longer accept the document called Consideration of Eligibility (formerly known as Determination of Eligibility) to issue a SIN.
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What are some of the authorized uses of my Social Insurance Number (SIN)?

· Your employer must ask to see your SIN card once you are hired.

· Employment Insurance Program (EI)

· Canada Student Loan Program (CSLP)

· Canada Pension Plan (CPP)

· Canada Customs and Revenue Agency (CCRA)

· Old Age Security (OAS)

Who does not require my SIN to provide me with a service?

While there is no law preventing businesses from asking you for your SIN, you do not have to show your SIN card or give your Social Insurance Number when you want to obtain or purchase many goods or services. Here are some examples of when you do not need to give your SIN:

	Proving your identity

Filling out an employment application (before you get the job)

Filling out an application to rent an apartment or other accommodation 

Completing credit card applications

Writing or cashing a cheque to pay for purchases

Banking (e.g. new account, loans, mortgages, lines of credit)

Undergoing a credit check

Filling out medical questionnaires and other non-government surveys
	Leasing or renting a car 

Subscribing to long-distance telephone services (including cell phone packages)

Applying to universities and colleges

Making retail purchases

Dealing with pawn shops

Becoming a member of a video club 

Joining a library 

Purchasing life insurance

Writing a will

…. and many others.


For more information:

	Contact your local HRDC office
	Call our automated telephone information service: 

· English:  1 800 206-7218

· Français: 1 800 808-6352
	Visit our web site:

http://www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca




Important Note: As of Monday, June 30, 2003, Human Resources Development Canada (HRDC) will no longer accept the Consideration of Eligibility document (formerly called Determination of Eligibility) to issue a SIN.











A SIN card is not a personal identity card. Do not show your SIN card or give your number to unauthorized persons. The only authorized use of the SIN is as a file identifier for specific Government of Canada programs.
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